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oncha, A Woman

of Creat Qpirit & Love

his is a photo of Dona Loncha

and her great nephew Ruben

for whom she provides daily

care while his mom tries to
find work. Dona Loncha never received
an education. She had to drop out of
school at age 7, but she wants more for
Ruben. When Dona Loncha heard
about Child Aid’s Adventures in
Reading Program at the Nancy
Rittmaster Library in El Tejar, she
wanted to be sure Ruben could attend.
Standing a mere 4’117, she humbly
brought Ruben to the first day of
Adventures in Reading. Hoping to see
what they would do, she asked if she
could stay and watch. She was so
excited watching Ruben take to the
stories and activities that she kept
returning with him. Soon, Dona Loncha
was not content to just watch from the
sidelines, but wanted to join in the
story time with her Ruben. So every-
day, this grandmotherly woman would

sit with the other children and listen to
the magical stories. She wanted to
keep these special stories alive at home
with Ruben until the next day.

This wonderful woman, despite or per-
haps because she was never able to
receive an education, knows that the
key to a brighter future for Ruben is
education. With your support Child
Aid is working hard with its local part-
ners to assure that Ruben and hundreds
of other poor children have this
chance.

The estimates of illiteracy in Guatemala
run high, in some areas as many as
75% of the women cannot read or
write, not even their names. In another
vein, 60% of the children that start first
grade do not finish, many never return
to school. The sad reality is that with-
out education they cannot improve
their situation in life. They will con-

continues on page 2
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Dlrecfor ¢ Note: Why Am | Seratching My Head?

Ihave included this picture to give you a sense of what
organizations such as Child Aid confront and at times the frus-
~ | trations we face. John Van Keppel and I are here walking through
g one of the cement block houses the Government built but later
Il refused to let the people occupy. After paying to have these sim-
il ple but fairly nice structures built, the Government decided it
| was not safe to settle in this area. So, the families have been
forced to live in miniscule “temporary” structures literally next to
{ these nice homes for now, over a year and a half. This is why I am

scratching my head with a pained look on my face. If an efficient
non profit such as Child Aid had had the money that had been
wasted on these structures, an enormous amount could have
| been done. I wish I could say this was a rare occurrence, but
unfortunately the developing world is littered with such waste
and come to think of it I may actually be pulling my hair out and
not simply scratching. When you support Child Aid, you can
rest assured that no such waste or bureaucratic inefficiency will
occur. X

D oha L ohe h q €0 n.l- dren even write their own story.

“The Cat in the Hat”, ‘Where the Wild
Things Are”, and “Clifford the Big Red
Dog” are books that children the world
group and come over love to read over and over. Sadly, in
for an hour a day Guatemala few children in rural areas
have the opportunity to be exposed to
these or any books. With your help, we
are working to change this!

continued from cover “Students are

tinue to perpetuate the cycle of poverty  givided by age
they were born into if they do not
develop the skills to think critically,
solve problems, or seek out other pos-
sibilities. They will raise their children to have stories
as subsistence farmers, work seasonal  read to them”
harvest jobs, or migrate to the city in

the hopes for something better. Without interven-
tion, life will not improve for them.

Child Aid is partnering with various rural librar-
ies in Guatemala to assist schools and communi-
ties in helping students develop better reading
skills, and a love for reading. More than 250 chil-
dren participated in our Adventures in Reading
program in 5 different communities this past year.
The program runs for six weeks during the school
break (November and December). Students are
divided by age group and come for an hour a day
to have stories read to them, learn to choose books
on their own in the library, read to other students
in small groups, and even take books to read at
home. One library had six hours of programming
this year. The hour at the library includes at least
one story and an associated activity. Some days
they do an art or craft and other days they play a
sport or other game while some of the older chil-
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Nunca M4e en el Cilencio

Imagine the joy and excitement of being able to
hear for the first time in your life. 29 children
between one and five years old were blessedly
given this opportunity on February 28 with the
gift of new hearing aids. The now annual event,
Nunca Mds en el Silencio, was sponsored by Child

Aid’s partner CORAL and Beneficia Publica at the
Casa de la Iglesia de los Pobres in Oaxaca,
Mexico.

What allowed this amazing event to take place
was CORAL's Early Detection Program. This pro-
gram reaches out to rural communities identify-
ing children at an early age when treatment is far
more effective. Prior to this program these 29 chil-
dren would have had little hope of hearing, let
alone the opportunity for an education and a nor-
mal childhood. The ceremony also included cur-
rent CORAL school students and parents proudly
sharing their experiences and the joy of seeing
their children have a fair chance in life.

As members of the growing CORAL community,
CORAL will continue to work with the new par-
ents and students through therapy and parent
education. This education teaches proper care for
the hearing aids as well as instruction for healthy
social, psychological, speech and language devel-
opment. Having a hearing aid is an important
first step, but the comprehensive care that CORAL
provides offers long term holistic success.

Nunca Mds en el Silencio is a day that these 29
families will never forget. CORAL has made it
possible not only for these children to end their
world of silence, but to continue the health

development of the children and their families.

(Come Celebrate Twenty Yeare of Joyoue Work

or 20 years, the founders of Child Aid,

Portlanders Rick Carroll and Nancy Press,
have been building brighter futures for the children of
Latin America. We will celebrate this 20-year land-
mark with Child Aid’s first annual Portland gala
on Friday, June 1, at 7:00 pm.

The evening’s events will include live entertain-
ment, sensational Latin American cuisine and
drink, art displays and live music all in one of
Portland’s most amazing downtown locations:
The Wieden + Kennedy Atrium in the dynamic
Pearl district. This is our chance to meet each
other AND continue to support Child Aid’s work
in Mexico and Guatemala. The program will fea-
ture video highlights of the development of Child
Aid’s 20-year history of service, its powerful
impact on thousands of children and their fami-
lies, as well as recognition of the dedication and

talent of many of our supporters. Call the office
for more information so you can get in on the
ground floor of this inaugural event

(503-223-3008). ¥

Co-Founder & President Richard Carroll opens the door for
you to join us at Wieden + Kennedy
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Bucinecewoman Turne Paccion for Reading into
Work ae Guatemalan Program Coordinator

fter spending fifteen
years in the medical
industry, first as a phar-
maceutical sales rep and
later as an event planner

programs and medical
trade shows, Kristen
Anderson wanted to use
her skills as an expert
organizer and coordinator to contribute to some-
thing greater. She found that something greater in
Child Aid.

Kristen Anderson

Having been an avid reader her entire life, Kristen
realized that working with Child Aid to promote
literacy in Guatemala would be a perfect fit. In the
spring of 2006 Kristen joined Child Aid as an
unpaid volunteer coordinator. In the process of
volunteering she fell in love with the work of
Child Aid and we likewise with her skills and
boundless energy. Fortunately for Child Aid,

...che fell in love
for physician training With the work of

Child Aid.

Kristen wanted to continue her work
beyond her one year of volunteering.
So, with the inducement of a small sti-
pend, we are happy to say that Kristen
will be with us for another year.

As a volunteer for Child Aid, Kristen
has worn many hats. She organizes the
volunteer program, finding positions
and coordinating orientation for the
many volunteers that come to Guatemala. She
plays an active role in coordinating fund raising
events such as an ornament drive during the holi-
days and a health fair in April. She also is involved
with the local Spanish school, PROBIGUA,
answering all correspondence and leading the
orientation for new students. Her Spanish has
improved greatly and if you are lucky enough to
visit Guatemala in the next year you will have the
pleasure of meeting her in person. Thank you
Kristen for all you have done and will do for the
children of Guatemala.

Karen Weber: Volunteer in Action

Karen Weber, an early
childhood education
specialist, was on a trip with
her 3 children in Antigua,
Guatemala. While studying
Spanish at the school run by
Child  Aid’s  partner
PROBIGUA, she learned of
the CEDIN preschool run by
Child Aid’s partner FUNDIT.
So she asked Kristen
Anderson if she could visit [
CEDIN. Not surprisingly, |fes
Karen’s heart was stolen by §
the 108 exuberant children at [} |
this preschool for the poor.

Fortunately for CEDIN, a simple visit was not
enough and Karen offered to hold 2 workshops for
the teachers of CEDIN. Not much, you might
think, but in Guatemala teachers do not often get
such opportunities to receive special training from
a professional. Further, they have no background

Karen Weber

that would help supply such
knowledge. Simple things
such as having a parent or
teacher read to a child as
she/he grows up are not part
of the shared experience of
Guatemalan teachers or their
young students. Nor is the
importance of music and
movement in helping young
minds to grow. Most teachers
in Guatemala receive only a
high school education as
preparation for teaching.

So, it was a very special
opportunity for the teachers
of CEDIN to have access to the knowledge of this
trained professional and they participated enthusi-
astically. But such sharing is not a one way street.
As you can tell from the photo, Karen was also
having a great time. Y
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Great Thinge Happening af Soorro .

hild Aid has provided

support to The Socorro
School for over 5 years. It is
a wonderfully successful
school run by the Sisters of
Bethlehem, a small order of
nuns founded in Antigua
in 1620, that provides qual-
ity education to the chil-
dren of the rural indigenous
poor. We are pleased and
excited to report that this
partnership has taken on a
new dimension that we
expect to have a broad
impact on literacy in rural
Mayan villages.

Beginning this year, Norma Guzman, Child Aid’s
Guatemalan Program Coordinator, is teaching a
class in reading fundamentals and reading educa-
tion to the first year students. The impact of this
class will reach far beyond its 40 students. Many
of these young women will return to their native
communities throughout Guatemala to become
teachers in public and private schools. As teach-
ers, they will now have specific knowledge as to
how to impart reading skills to the young chil-
dren of their village. This is knowledge that they
will put to use for years, impacting the lives of
hundreds of children each year. In addition to this
initial training Child Aid is planning to keep in
contact with these young students and work
closely with them to promote literacy for the chil-
dren of their communities. This is just another
way that Child Aid is working hard with its local
partners to create the maximum impact with the
support our friends provide.

Thic ic knowledge that they will put
fo uce for years, impacting the livee
of hundrede of children each year.

Child Ald Recelveg
Highect Rating from
Charity Navigator

harity Navigator, the premier independent

evaluator of charities, has given Child Aid its
highest rating of Four Stars! The four star rating
means that Child Aid is classified as “exceptional”
by virtue of the fact that it “exceeds industry stan-
dards and outperforms most charities in its
Cause.” Child Aid is very proud of this recogni-
tion and we assure you that we take very seri-
ously our responsibility to use your donations
efficiently and effectively. As further stated by
Charity Navigator,

“Givers can be confident that in supporting these
charities rated highly by Charity Navigator, they
will be supporting organizations that are fiscally
responsible and financially healthy.” You can
learn more about this rating by visiting www.

charitynavigator.org.
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The Strength of the Human Spirit

s many of you may larger and more functional.

know, the survivors of In other words, they were
the mudslides that destroyed trying to make a home.
Panabaj continue to live in
“temporary” shelters behind |
the school in Tzanchaj. A [EESEES
year and a half after this FEes
tragedy, whole families are
still forced to live ona 6" X 6’
concrete pad with plastic 5
sheet walls. Try to imagine a [&
family with two children liv- fF==
ing in a 6" by 6’ space. —

Bernabe, when he is lucky
enough to find work, makes
at most $2.60 a day. Andrea
along with the daily chores
of a home and 2 children
& tries to make 2 pieces of tipi-
= ca (crafts) to sell for 65 cents
¥ each. The family lost every-
thing but their lives when
the mudslide wiped out their
village. Their home has no water or

Perhaps the most moving sight I

recently saw in this community of electricity.
abject poverty was a beautiful little In spite of all this, there is their gar-
garden. This garden was created by den of hope, a ringing testament to

Andrea Petzey Ajcot solely to beauti- .fhgg were frgmg the human spirit and how it can cre-
fy her family’s living environment. It ate beauty and turn a barren patch of
serves no other purpose. It was cre-  fo make 9 home. earth into something to feed a starv-
ated by Andrea, her husband Bernabe, ing soul. It is a humbling experience
and others when they left their 6x 6 to witness such strength.

slabs of cement to build structures,

though dirt floored, that were a little

Join Ue - Child Aid Guatemala
Auguet 2007: A Trip to Remember

In our newsletters you read about wonderful and exciting things going
on in Guatemala. So, why not join us and see these up close and per- |
sonal on an educational/inspirational tour of Guatemala. This trip will
explore the cultural and natural beauty of Guatemala, its Mayan people
and the programs that Child Aid supports. During the trip, participants
will have the opportunity to live with a local family and receive personal-
ized Spanish instruction. We will visit and spend time with children and
adults who are also learning at a number of Child Aid supported libraries
and schools. We will be based out of the beautiful colonial city of Antigua,
making short trips to visit a variety of other communities. The trip is
being scheduled for August 2007 and we would love for you and your
friends to join us in this exciting and adventurous endeavor. Whether you
are fluent in Spanish or are a complete beginner, this trip will open your
eyes, ears and heart to the reality of Guatemala. The language, culture,
natural beauty and Child Aid programs will offer a once in a lifetime
experience that you are sure to enjoy. Please contact Child Aid if you have
any questions or would like to reserve your space. ¥
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One Mother’s Story

Senora Rosito Leyto was very
happy when her daughter
Marisol was born. She was such a
good and quiet baby, nothing
seemed to bother her. However,
Rosito eventually became con-
cerned when Marisol did not
begin trying to speak. In response |
to her concerns, Senora Rosito §
received poor medical advice, a
very common occurrence for par-
ents of the hearing impaired.
There was no improvement, so
Senora Rosito sought further help. [
Fortunately for her and Marisol,
this time she came in contact with
an individual who had been made
aware of the services provided by
CORAL. The following is Senora |
Rosito’s simple but moving |
description of what then hap- |
pened.

Senora Rosito Leyto Gil and Marisol

“By fortune the social worker very kindly referred
us to CORAL where we were given an appoint-
ment for an E. E. G. The results were sad, my legs
were trembling and I asked myself why me? The
result was profound deafness and so I was given
another appointment with the Director of CORAL
in order to attend the school. This was very hard.

] Thanks to God a school exists like
CORAL. I have learned that my
daughter is a normal girl, that
| with some hearing aids, patience
and the dedication of dad and
mom, she will speak, of course
with time. I learned to face family
and society at large, thanks also to
the Director Teresa Towers Zurita
for accepting my daughter. They
gave Marisol hearing aids and
taught us how to take care of
them and to carry along the main-
tenance kit.

| Thanks also to the teachers and all
| the personnel of CORAL that
made it possible for Marisol to
enroll at the school of CORAL.
The strategies that have been pro-
| vided have been of great help, to
" carry on life with tranquility, it is

not easy. It is difficult, but with
great effort you will have good results. My rela-
tives and people that surround us already have
observed great advances, because she goes to the
beautiful school of CORAL. The strategies to help
socialize her have been of great help giving her a
good base so that in a future she can defend her-

self.” Y

Help ug be More Efficient

Child Aid Board of Directore

We ask for e-mails for several reasons:
. It saves on the rising cost of
mailings
SO even more money can go to programs.
e It allows us to keep you up to date
through our e-newsletter.
e It allows us to make you aware of special
needs and circumstances.

So, please help us by providing your e-mail
addresses when possible. We promise we
will not inundate you with constant pleas
but we will keep you informed, thank you.

Board President
Nancy Press, Ph.D.
Professor, Oregon Health
& Science University

Board Vice President
Robert Costello, JD
Magistrate, City of Detroit

Board Secretary/Treasurer
Richard Carroll, Ph.D.
Financial Advisor

Merwyn “Mitch” Greenlick, Ph.D.

Oregon State Representative

Frank Baron, MD
Island Dermatology

Ret. Col. Eugene Etzkorn, MD
Madigan Army Medical Center

Judy Rau, Ph.D.
Ret. Speech Pathologist

Tadeo Saenz
Office of Head Start

Donald Sodo
CEO, America’s Charities

Catherine Geddry-Pierce
Middle School Teacher

Misha Pavel, Ph.D.

Director, Point-of-Care Laboratory
Professor, Department of Biomedical
Engineering Oregon Health &
Science University

Steve Cotton, MBA.
CEQ, Firescope
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What ic Child Aid 2

hild Aid helps poor children by establishing
partnerships with grassroots community organiza-
tions in Latin America working to remove barriers to their
children’s health and education. These community organi-
zations have identified crucial needs and developed strate-
gies for positive change. They lack the financial and techni-
cal resources and the experience in organization building
that Child Aid provides. After helping a local group sus-
tain itself and grow, Child Aid moves on to assist some-
where else. In this way, we’re helping to create organiza-
tions that have a lasting and measurable impact... Building
brighter futures for the children of Latin America.

Child Aid Partner Organizations

Centro Oaxaqueiio de Rehabilitacién
de Audicién y Lenguaje, A.C. (CORAL)
QOaxaca, Mexico

Kathleen Maloney, Coordinator CHILD AID
Fundacién para Desarrollo Integral Proyecto Bibliotecas

de El Tejar (FUNDIT) Guatemala (PROBIGUA)

El Tejar, Guatemala Antigua, Guatemala

Silvia Garcia Pérez, Director Rigoberto Zamora Charuc, Director
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